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Minutes of the Meeting 

of the Board of Directors of 

Crestview Mutual Water Company 

December 5, 2019 

 

Convened Meeting 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Sol Chooljian on Thursday, December 5, 

2019, at 3:58 p.m. at the Corporation office. 

 

 

Attendance and Quorum 

 

Directors Present: Sol Chooljian – Vice President  

Doug Off – Treasurer  

   Roger Whitlock – Secretary 

   Steve Lourenco - Director 

 

Directors Absent: Steven Gill – President    

 

Others Present: Robert Eranio – Consulting General Manager 

   Lauri Marino – Office Manager 

   Gregory Patterson – Corporate Counsel: Musick, Peeler & Garrett 

   Christine Cohen – Shareholder: La Patera Drive    

   Michael Derr – Shareholder: La Patera Drive 

Jim Lingl – Shareholder: Estaban Drive 

Cal Marcontell – Shareholder: Avocado Place 

Alma Quezada – Shareholder: Lopaco Court 

Craig Reston – Shareholder: Lopaco Court 

Steve Waldron – Shareholder: Avocado Place 

    

 

Shareholder’s Public Forum 

 

Sol Chooljian reported that the Company received correspondence from Mark Pachowicz 

(Alviso Drive) complaining about the need for shareholders to give 24 hours’ notice for 

attending monthly meetings.  Mr. Chooljian stated that all meetings are open; some information 

requests made during these meetings by shareholders are simple; others are complex.  In an 

effort to be responsive, be prepared, and also tend to Company business at hand, notice of 

attendance would be helpful.  More complicated issues can be handled at the Annual 

Shareholders Meeting.  The intent is for the meetings to be conducted efficiently and effectively, 

as all Board members are volunteers.   

 

Christine Cohen (La Patera Drive) asked about the meeting agenda on the website and when 

shareholders can ask questions about agenda topics. Corporate Counsel Greg Patterson 

responded that shareholder interjection should not occur outside of the shareholders public 
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forum, as has occurred at recent meetings, in the interest of time.  Staff will adjust the 

shareholder public forum portion of the agenda going forward to reflect this policy. 

 

Alma Quezada (Lopaco Court) pointed out that on the Staff Report for Resolution 2019-4, 

“water code” should say “corporation code”.  She also inquired where the public posting is made 

of the agenda.  Mr. Eranio responded that the agenda is posted next to the office front door and 

on Crestview’s website. 

 

Jim Lingl (Estaban Drive) voiced his objection to Resolution 2019-4 and the proposed language 

for 24-hour prior notice for shareholder attendance at monthly meetings.  Mr. Lingl read aloud 

the legislative intent of Assembly Bill 1077, which was adopted in 2014.  Mr. Lingl discouraged 

the adoption of this resolution.  

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

The minutes of the November 5, 2019 meeting were presented.  On a motion made by Roger 

Whitlock and seconded by Doug Off, the Board approved with three ayes and one abstention the 

following: 

  

 Resolved, that the minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors of November 5, 2019 

be accepted as presented.  

 

The minutes of the Executive Session of the meeting of November 5, 2019 were presented. On a 

motion made by Doug Off and seconded by Roger Whitlock, the Board approved with three ayes 

and one abstention the following: 

  

Resolved, that the minutes of the Executive Session of the meeting of the Board of 

Directors of November 5, 2019 be accepted as presented.  

 

Approval of the Draft Minutes of the November 19, 2019 Special Board Meeting were 

tabled due to a question about noticing and posting of the Agenda according to Crestview’s 

Bylaws.  

 

 

General Manager’s Report  

 

La Patera Vault – Repairs are complete.  With the vault in operation, Staff isolated the Well #3 

transfer main and placed it offline. 

 

Well #7 Project Update – Staff reported that Crestview is currently waiting on County Staff to 

complete their Staff Report to the Planning Director and confirmation of the scheduling of the 

Planning Commission Hearing.  Staff expects County Staff’s report to be complete in February 

2020. 
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Well #8 – Staff has submitted Crestview’s CUP Application package to the City of Camarillo. 

Staff is currently developing a grading plan.  Trees at the front of property will need to be 

removed for improved traffic sightlines.  

 

Crestview to Calleguas Intertie – Staff reported that Calleguas has experienced a delay in their 

electrical panel fabrication; it is not expected to arrive until the third week of December. Until 

Calleguas supplies power to the site, Crestview can’t set our equipment or begin equipment 

testing.  Landscape has been planted.   

 

Natural Gas Generator: Treatment Plant – Startup was attempted today.  The pressure coming in 

from the Gas Company is too high.  The Gas Company will install a pressure regulating valve 

next week.  This 150kW generator benefits Zone 3B and 3E in the event of a loss of power, or 

approximately 130 homes.  Well #7 would feed the reservoir supplying these zones and supply 

water to Zone 2 for the lower portion of the district. With the Well #7 generator, we can feed 

75% of the district directly.  With PSPS events becoming the norm, and based upon fire history, 

water districts are transitioning away from relying on mutual aid and having equipment to supply 

company needs.  

 

Well #4 – Staff reported that the water table was only 12 feet above pump at the time of winter 

shut down.  Staff budgeted Well #4 going “dry” in 2020, and those contingencies for the next 

fiscal year have been implemented in the budget.  Director Steve Lourenco commented that with 

such a low water table, the situation is critical, and basins don’t always respond to aquifer 

recharge as expected.  Alma Quezada asked about Crestview’s FCGMA allocation, and how 

increased pumping would it be beneficial to the basin.  Mr. Eranio stated that if Crestview is 

given greater allocation, it will be pumped.  Despite depressed water levels, many pumpers are of 

the belief the basin is not in overdraft. 

 

Estates at Spanish Hills – Water lines are now being installed, and Operations Staff are project 

inspectors. Water system improvements are expected to be completed mid-winter.  One parcel 

has been sold.  The developer selling lots and designing the homes with a target range of $3.0 – 

$3.5 million for land and home. Staff does not expect any material water demands prior to mid-

Summer 2020.  

 

Fox Canyon GMA – FCGMA Staff’s recommendation is that the 20% cutback for M & I be 

eliminated.  If accepted by the GMA Board, Crestview’s allocation will increase by 103 acre -

feet/year. 

 

 

Monthly Financial Review 

 

The financial statements for October 2019 were presented and discussed by the Board.  All 

significant variances compared to budget were reviewed and explained by Staff.   Treasurer 

Doug Off commented that $1.426 million remain on the loan at Bank of Santa Maria, with 

approximately $75,000 drawn for activities associated with Well #7.  Capital improvement fees 

from the Estates at Spanish Hills were an unbudgeted windfall.  Director Steve Lourenco asked 

about repairs. Mr. Eranio explained the difference between unanticipated vs. scheduled repairs.  
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Robert reported that 2019 Water Sales and Water Production were at the lowest amounts since 

1998.  Mr. Eranio reported that water sales accountability will end the year at approximately 

97%.  Industry standard for water loss is 7.5%. 

 

 

Resolution 2019-04 

 

Tabled for a future Board meeting. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion made by Sol Chooljian, seconded by Roger Whitlock, and approved with four ayes, 

the regular meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 

 

 

Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting of the Board of Directors was tentatively set for Tuesday, January 28, 2020 at 

4:00 p.m. at the corporate yard office. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

 

__________________________    

Lauri Marino, Office Manager 

 

   

Approved by, 

 

_________________________  __________________________ 

Roger Whitlock, Secretary   Sol Chooljian, Vice-President 

 


